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Celebrating the 44th Birth Anniversary of His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo 

 A Carnival of Mongar 

 CARLEP Meeting 

 New Birding Structures 

 Dignitaries Visit 

 Staff Picnic 

 Celebrating Academic 

Toppers 

Celebrating the 8th Birth Anniversary of HRH the 
Gyalsey 

This year, the 8th Anniversary of 
His Royal Highness the Gyal-
sey was joyously celebrated at 
Gyalpoizhing, coinciding with 

the commencement of the 
Gyalpoizhing Annual Tshechu. 

Ven. Lam Neten, Hon'ble 
Dasho Dzongdag, Dasho 

Drangpoen, DT Thrizin, Dasho 
Dzongrab, and sector and re-
gional heads, lit butter lamps 

and offered prayers in honor of 
the occasion.  

Highlights  

FY 2023-2024/Volume I/Issue VI 

While the celebrations 
for His Majesty's Birth 
Anniversary began on 
19th Feb. 2024 with the 
inauguration of Carni-
val of Mongar at the 
public ground, on 21st 

Feb. 2024, Ven. Lam 
Neten of Monggar Rab-
dey presided over Chag
-dor Kurim at the 
Dratshang Kuenrey. 
Dasho Dzongdag, 
Dasho Drangpon, 

Dasho SP, Dasho 
Dzongrab, DT Thri-
dzin, and Sector and 
Regional Heads joined 
to offer prayers and 
butter lamps marking 
the significance of the 
day. The main event 
took place at Mongar 
MSS with Lam Neten 
as the Chief Guest 
alongside the presence 
of Mongar Rab-dey, 
regional and sector 
heads, RBP (Royal 
Bhutan Police), De-
Suup volunteers, stu-
dents and teachers of 
the four nearby schools, 
the business communi-
ty, and the public. Fol-

lowing the Marchhang 
Ceremony and march 
past, cultural perfor-
mances were presented. 
The event concluded 
with a luncheon to the 
attendees.  

In the celebration of His Majesty's 
44th Birth Anniversary, the monastic 
body, civil servants, public servants, 
LG Leaders, schools and the public 
of Monggar Dzongkhag joins the 
nation to extend our heartfelt pray-
ers for His Majesty's long and 
healthy life. Under the magnificent 
reign of His Majesty the King, may 
the Kingdom of Bhutan flourish.  

On this joyous occasion of the Eighth Birth Anniversary of His Royal 
Highness, the Gyalsey Jigme Namgyel Wangchuck, Rabdey, civil 

servants, public servants, schools, business community and the public 
of Mongar Dzongkhag joins the nation in offering our heartfelt felici-
tations and sincere prayers. We wish His Royal Highness a long and 

healthy life.  
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In commemoration of His Majesty’s 
44th Birth Anniversary, Mongar 
Dzongkhag coordinated A Carnival 
of Mongar, a first of its kind in the 
Dzongkhag with the theme youth en-
gaging youth through art, talent and 
creativity. The six-day program was 
held at Mongar public ground be-
tween 19th and 24th February 2024. 
however build-up program for youth 
such as futsal and basketball competi-
tion among the students of the nearby 
schools were conducted way before 
the event’s commencement.  The 
event was a noble initiative of Dasho 
Dzongdag  with Principals of the 
three nearby schools (Mongar HSS, 
Mongar MSS and Kidheykhar HSS) 
as the core members and the overall 
coordinators. The program was con-
ducted with four main objectives: to 
gather and rejoice in the honor of His 
Majesty’s Birth Anniversary, to offer 
a platform to the youth to showcase 
their talents, to make Mongar a vi-
brant and lively town, and to boost 
economic progress of Mongar town. 
In order to give a national-level expe-
rience to the youth and the crowd, the 
Carnival Committee hired Druk 
Events for the whole lighting and 
sound system and stage management. 
The same firm was hired for the 25 

stalls which were then rented to inter-
ested business people. The various 
stalls consisted of restaurants, cafes 
and bars, art and craft shops, ice 
cream candy shops, fast food corners, 
and games corners. A separate space 
was designated for games for the 
small kids.  

On 19th February 2024, the inaugural 
ceremony of the Carnival was held at 
Mongar public ground graced by the 
esteemed presence of the Chief Guest 
Hon’ble Dasho Drangpon and attend-
ed by dignitaries including Ven. Lam 
Neten, Dasho Dzongdag, Dasho 
Dzongrab, Dasho SP, DT Thridzin, 
LG leaders from Chali, Drepong and 
Monggar Gewogs, Regional and Sec-
tor Heads, Sponsors, Principals, 
teachers and students. 

 

The proceedings commenced with the 
offering of His Majesty's Zhabten 
followed by the official inauguration 
by the Chief Guest, Dasho Dranpoen 
pressing a button on the laptop, un-
derscoring the significance of digital 
technology in the present era. 
Following Steering Committee’s 
opening remarks and the chief guest’s  
words of wisdom, cultural perfor-
mances were  presented by the stu-
dents of Mongar HSS, Mongar MSS 
and Kidheykhar HSS, showcasing the 
diverse traditions and talents of the 
region. Additionally, a thought-
provoking talk by one of the youth 
participants, Master Kinga Rinchen 
Dradrol from Dradrol’s Page, a popu-
lar youth blogger  on Facebook, cur-
rently a student of Gyalpoizhing HSS 
provided insight and inspiration, shar-
ing his experiences, potential of inno-
vation and digital world and the bad 

side of social media. Following this, 
the guests and participants visited 
stalls eating from eateries, purchasing 
products and engaging in games.  

In the afternoon,   Rigsar dance com-
petition was held among the students 
of the 10 Middle Secondary and High 
Schools under the Dzongkhag with 
Mongar MSS as the coordinator.    
During the night,  youth engagement 
program and programs from the vol-
unteers  were presented on stage, 
showcasing their  talent and interest.  
 
On 20th February 2024, the program 
started with the offering of His Maj-
esty’s Zhabten followed by  dances 
performed by the students. A re-
nowned team of Bhutanese artists 
also joined the celebration.  
In the afternoon, Boedra dance com-
petition amongst 10 schools was held 
with Mongar HSS as the coordinator. 
The anticipation soared as the after-
noon approached, promising a specta-
cle of cultural richness and youthful 
talent.  As usual, the day concluded 
with youth overtaking the stage with 
their talents and mesmerizing the 
crowd gathered.  

A Carnival of Mongar: Arts, Talents, and Creativity Through Youth Engagement 
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On the third 
day i.e. 21st 

February 2024,  
the morning 
event took 
place at Mon-
gar Middle 
Secondary 
School.  In the 
afternoon, youth engagement program 
were presented. At 8 PM, the Live 
Music Show by the Artist Group led 
by Mr. Namgay Tenzin (aka Namgay 
Jigs)  started, sweeping off the crowd 
with cheers, applauds and excite-
ments.  In between the performances 
of the Artists, youth and talented indi-
viduals from the locality performed. 
Lucky Draw with attractive prizes was 
also coordinated during the three 
nights of Live Show. The same sched-
ule of youth engagement programs in 
the morning and Live Show at night 
was followed on 22nd and 23rd Febru-

ary 2024 as well with the Live Shows 
lasting until 3 AM in the morning.  

On 24th February 2024,  following the 
youth engagement programs in the 
morning, open talent hunt for the 
youth who registered was conducted 
by Kidheykhar HSS as the main or-
ganizer. This was followed by decla-
ration of results of various competi-
tions, prize awarding and Lottery 
Draw. After that, the Mind Behind the 
Carnival, Hon’ble Dasho Dzongdag 
said his closing remarks followed by 
stall hopping by the Chief Guests, In-
vitees and the members present. The 
event of the day and the whole Carni-
val concluded with the Jam Session 
coordinated by Kidheykhar HSS.  

The mega event was primarily funded 
by the generous sponsors within and 
outside the Dzongkhag. The Carnival 
received the support of a total of 61 
sponsors ranging from companies to 
business firms to financial institutions 
to individuals. The sponsors were 

classified in six groups (Mega/
Diamond/Gold/Silver/ Others  and 
Sponsors in Kind) based on the type 
of support they rendered. While secu-
rity of the event was taken care of by 
RBP and Desuung, the MRRH provid-
ed emergency health services.  

The Carnival Steering Committee and 
the Sub-Committees would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the 
sponsors, teachers and students, RBP, 
Desuung, MRRH, regional offices and 
the people who helped in making this 
event a huge success.  

On 27th February , 2024, 
the Office of Program 
Management hosted a 
workshop to craft the An-
nual Work Plan and Budget 
for fiscal year 2024-2025 
with an objective to devel-
op a budget-aligned plan to 
boost sustainable rural agri-
culture, promoting climate-
smart practices and enhanc-
ing local capacities, in line 
with CARLEP's mission at 
Wangchuk Hotel. Chaired 
by the Program Director of 
OPM, CARLEP-IFAD, the 
meeting saw 42 attendees, 
including Regional Heads 
from ARDC-Wengkhar, 

RLDC-Kanglung, RAMCO
-Mongar, and Dzongkhag 
Agriculture and Livestock 
sector heads. Also present 
were Finance Officers, 
Koufuko International 
Limited representatives, 
Focal Accountants, and 
EDMOs from the six east-
ern districts.   

On 29th February, 2024, 
participants also attended 
the Regional Implementa-
tion Committee Meeting 
(RPIC) chaired by Dasho 
Dzongda, Mongar. Com-
mittee members included 
Dasho Dzongdas from 
Trashigang, Samdrup 
Jongkhar, and Lhuentse, 
tasked with endorsing the 
2024-2025 FY Work Plan 
(AWP&B).  

CARLEP Meeting on AWP and Budget 

Contributed by: Agriculture Office 

Birding Structures along TBT  

The Dzongkhag Admin-
istration has developed 
birding structures along the 
Trans Bhutan Trail (TBT) 
from Latongla to Zhongar 
with financial support from 
UNDP-GEF.  The trail 
from Latongla to Zhongar 
covers almost 20 kms and 
drops from the highest ele-
vation of 2741 masl to the 
lowest elevation of 680 
masl.  

Mongar is known for being 
one of the birding hotspots 
not just in Bhutan but also 
one of the finest birding 
spots in the world. A total 
of 301 species of birds 
were recorded along the 
TBT from Latongla to 
Zhongar while conducting 
the survey. The survey also 
revealed a signifi-

cant presence of both resi-
dent and migratory bird 
species, including several 
vulnerable and near-
threatened ones. Some of 
the birds that can be spot-
ted in the region include 
the Beautiful Nuthatch, 
Rufous-necked Hornbill, 
Ward's Trogon, White-
bellied Heron, Black-
necked Crane, and the Sa-
tyr Tragopan among oth-
ers. The diverse range of 
habitats within the region 
contributes to the high bird 
species count, making it an 
attractive destination for 
birding enthusiasts.  

Contributed by: Planning Office 
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On 6th February 2024, 
Hon’ble Home Minister, 
His Excellency Lyonpo 
Tshering, visited Mongar 
Dzongkhag. Dasho Dzong-
dag, Dasho Drangpoen,  
Dasho OC, Sector Heads, 
Regional Heads, and the 
Mongar Rabdey, warmly 
welcomed Lyonpo and 

conveyed their warm con-
gratulations and Tashi 
Khadar at Wangchuk Ho-
tel.  

 

 

Lyonpo was en route to 
Namdroling, Autsho, 
Lhuentse from Samdrup 
Jongkhar.  

Contributed by: Dzongkhag Public Health Office  

On 5th February 2024, co-
inciding with the  Birth 
Anniversary of HRH, the 
Gyalsay, Mongar Dzong-
khag planted 8 kiwi plants 
at Nyartse, Tsakaling. The 
opening ceremony was 
graced by Tormazhong 
Lama, and attendees in-
cluded representatives 
from the Dzongkhag Ad-
ministration, Gewog Ad-
ministration, ARDC-
Wengkhar, Desuung, and 
nearby farmers. A total of 

25 participants gathered to 
pray for the Gyalsay’s 
long-life and prosperity of 
the country as a whole.                                   
During the event, partici-
pants were educated on the 
importance of planting 
millions of fruit trees and 
were briefed on the tech-
nical aspects of planting 
methods.  

Home Minister’s Visit Health Minister’s Visit 

On 26th February 2024, the 
LG leaders (Gups of 17 
Gewogs) and the Dzong-
khag Administration, in-
cluding Dasho Dzongdag 
and sector heads,   met for 
a coordination meeting. 
The main agenda was the 
second tranche release to 
the Gewogs and clarifying 
misunderstandings about 
the 50% release. Addition-
ally, discussions covered 

issues regarding bills, land 
tax, contract implementa-
tion, the 13th FYP, and 
HR-related matters. The 
outcome of the meeting 
not only resolved existing 
doubts but also offered 
valuable insights and ideas 
for more effective activity 
implementation in the fu-
ture.  

 

Contributed by: Culture Office  

On 27th February 2024, 
Lam Neten, Dasho Dzong-
dag, Dasho Drangpoen, 
Superintendent of Police, 
DT Thrizin, sector heads, 
regional heads, and Gups 
offered Tashi Khadar to 
Hon’ble Health Minister, 
His Excellency Lyonpo 
Tandin Wangchuk. During 
talks with Gups, Lyonpo 
emphasized tackling doc-
tor and nurse attrition in 

line with the 13th FYP. 
After the meeting, Lyonpo 
visited ERRH to address 
health professionals' con-
cerns, emphasizing their 
crucial role and toured dif-
ferent units, interacting 
with patients and attend-
ants. On 28th February, 
Lyonpo visited the Mother 
and Child Hospital Con-
struction site en route to 
Autsho, Lhuentse.  

Fruits of Future: Million Fruit Trees Harmonizing Progress: Coordination 
Meeting  

Contributed by: Agriculture Office  Contributed by: Planning Office  
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Mandarin citrus serves as 
the primary cash crop in 
Mongar, grown across all 
17 gewogs, predominantly 
in subtropical areas. How-
ever, its cultivation faces 
challenges from various 
pests and diseases, includ-
ing the Chinese fruit fly 
and citrus shield bug, lead-
ing to significant fruit loss 
annually. Despite these 
hurdles, the market for or-
anges has seen positive out-
comes in 2023, particularly 
in Gongdue Gewog, with 

farmers benefiting from 
favorable market prices. 
Total income from orange 
sales in Mongar Dzong-
khag is estimated at 
Nu.4.881 M, with oranges 
being marketed to various 
outlets, 
notably in 
Samdrup 
Jongkhar 
and 
Nganglam.  

 

 

From Orchard to Table: The Thriving 
World of Mandarin Production  

Contributed by: Agriculture Office 

On the Road to Relaxation: Our Staff 
Picnic Getaway  

The Annual Staff Picnic 
2024 took place on Feb-
ruary 25, 2024, at Kon-
bar Primary School 
ground. The event served 
as an opportunity for all 
staff members of the 
Dzongkhag to foster ca-
maraderie and unwind 
after days of diligent 
work in the office. This 
year's picnic held special 
significance as it coincid-
ed with bidding farewell 
to our outgoing Dasho 
Dzongrab, who is being 
transferred to Pema-

gatshel Dzongkhag. The 
day was filled with joy as 
staff members eagerly 
participated in the pro-
gram, coming together to 
celebrate and cherish the 
bonds they had formed. 

Celebrating Academic Toppers  

Contributed by: ICT Office 

Coinciding with His Majes-
ty’s Birthday Celebration, the 
academic toppers from vari-
ous schools within the 
Dzongkhag were recognized 
and awarded prizes by the 
Chief Guest of the event, 
Ven. Lam Neten. Further, top 
three schools in the Dzong-
khag were also awarded cer-
tificates of excellence. This 
initiative is undertaken to 
honor children for their ex-
emplary hard work, dedica-
tion, and diligence. By ac-
knowledging their efforts, the 
goal is not only to motivate 
the awardees to continue 
striving for excellence but 
also to inspire others to put in 
greater effort. Through this 
recognition, the Dzongkhag 

aims to instill a sense of 
pride in the accomplishments 
of these young individuals 
who are the future leaders of 
our nation.  

Managing Excellence: Cascading PMS 
Training 

Contributed by: HR Office 

On 6th February 2024, 
Dasho Dzongrab with sup-
port from Dasho Dzong-
dag, Chief DEO and Chief 
DE conducted a sensitiza-
tion on PMS (Performance 
Management System)  cas-
cading to the sector heads. 
This was done in line with 
one-day Performance Cali-
bration Training Workshop 
for Executives, Secretaries 
and P1 Officers conducted 

by RCSC that Dashos and 
Chiefs attended between 
15th to 26th January, 2024. 
The sensitization focused 
on setting OKRs, KPIs and 
Performance Standards.  
 
Similarly, Cascading PMS 
to the school leaders was 
conducted at Gyalpoizhing 
HSS on 4th and 5th Febru-
ary 2024 with Kidheykhar 
Principal as the main facil-
itator in collaboration with 
CDEO and HRO. The two-
day workshop emphasized 
on the changes in the MaX 
dashboard for the schools 
and developing KPIs 
among other important 
topics. Secretaries & P1 
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CARNIVAL PICTURE  STORIES Welcoming  New Members 

 

© Dzongkhag Administration Monggar 

Website: https://www.mongar.gov.bt 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/mongdzong 

Contributed by: Education Office 

On 8th February, 2024, 
the Dzongkhag Admin-
istration warmly wel-
comed 16 new  teach-
ers with Tashi Khadar 
from Dasho Dzongdag.  
The teachers comprised 
of fresh B.Ed graduates 
and the first batch of  

contract teachers regularized after getting through 
BCSE. During the day-long orientation program, 
topics including civil service code of conduct, HR 
matters, teacher vacancies in various schools, and 
placement procedures were covered. The teachers 
were subsequently assigned to different schools 
according to the identified needs.  

 

The Dzongkhag expresses its best wishes to them 
for success in all their professional endeavors.  

Dancing and 
Singing Per-
formances 

Stalls 

Fun 
Games 

Lucky Draw Prizes 

Hired Artists Fast Food Stall 

Guest 
Speaker 
Dradrol 

with Mas-
cots 

Panda Mascot Sports Winners 


